Autoradiographic localisation of NMDA, quisqualate and kainic acid receptors in human spinal cord.
The phencyclidine (PCP) binding site of the N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor, the kainic acid (KA) receptor and the quisqualate (QA) receptor were visualised, using autoradiography in the human spinal cord and the distributions compared with that of benzodiazepine (BDZ) receptors and substance P (SP). All of the receptor types, and SP, were concentrated in lamina II of the dorsal horn, consistent with physiological data indicating that glutamate is a neurotransmitter of primary afferent terminals in the spinal cord.